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divorcing his wife and once served as some
poor wife's proof of freedom. A ?;&-i^arib&i
was always written in three and a half lines of
script, hence the name. The samttrai wives
had more protection than the others for samurai
could marry only with the permission of their
daiwjQ and so the daimy* also had to attach his
approval to the divorce decree. This made a
samurai do a little thinking before he turned
out his wife.
A thousand years ago, during the Heian
era, when life was more strictly ordered in the
Chinese fashion, a man was not supposed to
divorce his wife except for barrenness, adultery,
inability to get along with his parents, talkative-
ness, larceny, or theft, jealousy or bad disease, said
Dr. Ho2urni as he added that the first real change in
the divorce system occurred in the Ashikaga period
when the warriors were politically more powerful
than the nobles- But even then women had little
opportunity for escaping unbearable husbands.
Their only chance was to run away and seek a
"divorce temple/' Dr. Hozumi said that he
knew of two such places: the Tokiuji, a nun-
nery of Kamakura which was founded by a
member of the powerful Hojo family, and the
Mantokuji in Tokugawa village which had in-